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Horror or Beauty?


An essay about servant leadership

At first glance, Pablo Picasso's Guernica seems horrifying; a screeching noise that vibrates between your temples. The lines are edgy, the black and white colors consume the soul, the shapes raze the sight. Sitting in my philosophy class, I stare back at the picture, as if I were expecting Picasso to suddenly, appear and reveal my innermost secrets. Meanwhile, I ponder on what exactly made people consider this a masterpiece. The protruding light bulb meets my stare with the same intensity, slowly uttering the words "look beyond the lines, the colors, the pain, look beyond and see."  


See what? I ask myself, simultaneously questioning my sanity. 


It simply replies, "See."


You may be questioning yourself as to how exactly Picasso's tormenting Guernica relates to an essay about servant leadership. Well, truthfully, I am simply asking you to leave the office surrounding you, the buildings towering above you and to enter my world, in order to see through my sight.


Picasso loved and devoted his life to art; simultaneously, perfecting cubism, and revolutionizing the concept of breaking with convention. But, what does Picasso's image of smoke rising out of a mountaintop, a lighted candle, and arms reaching out delineate? To many people, Picasso connotes a depressive, anguished, and painful tone. But to me, it is a symbol of hope. Why? Many people do not understand the complexities Picasso was attempting to explain through this dark masterpiece. See, Picasso wished to demonstrate the destruction in a small, helpless, Spanish town caused by Spain's Fascist dictator, Franco. He imbedded his empathy in the sharp angles. He heard cries that no one else heard in the world when painting the helpless horse. He accepted and recognized the atrocities occurring in the Spanish Civil War and realized that with Guernica, people would understand and hopefully, avoid such destruction of innocent human beings. Ironically, instead of a nation's leader taking a stand against human genocide, it was an artist who picked up his paintbrush and painted a protest. Picasso reminds me of the four qualities a servant leader needs. First, he demonstrates listening by noticing the town's untimely fate. Every time I visit a nursing home and visit the elderly as part of my Key Club activities, I, too, recall the importance of listening to the past in order to prepare for the future. Secondly, he achieves awareness by underlining so many human perspectives in one canvas. Then, he enlightens us with an amazing sense of foresight, by understanding that such is an act is unethical. Yet ultimately if he was without empathy, he would not have been capable of listening, or seeing Guernica's true faith. 


In today's world, one of my priorities is to separate the unethical from the ethical. In a capitalist society, it is easy to be blinded by envy and greed, but if I have learned that if I state and maintain my morals, it is easier to keep the benefit of humanity as a whole present in my mind. This thought causes an old, forgotten quote to rise in my conscious: Larry C. Spears said that "able leaders are usually sharply awake and reasonably disturbed." He implies that by being reasonably awake leaders should have the ability to heal ruptures in societies, thus serving others, and emphasizing an open community, as well as encouraging people to constantly challenge themselves. In every community service activity I participate in, whether I am with people that I know well or whether I am with complete strangers, apart from successfully completing the task at hand, I am interacting, laughing, and making lasting relationships, in order, to build a strong community. 


Unlike the majority of the youth, I understand why servant leadership is necessary in business today. In history we study about the civil war and emancipation, as well as civil rights, and most of us think that part of American History is over, that there exist no discrimination today. My background has made me live or be part of two separate worlds. But I have learned so much from experiencing the separate mentalities. My grandfather was just a laborer, my mother a housekeeper, and me? I do not a career that provides very little support for my family. I want to be educated so I can show to everyone and be an example of a youth that fought against circumstances and achieved every goal she set her mind on. See, I believe that I have the ultimate key in servant leadership which is the ability to persuade people to desire more and to want to give their families a better life. Instructing low income students during music and dance practice, I learned that they do not have positive role models, and that for some odd reason they believe they cannot be a Picasso.  It is an abomination that our society has influenced our youth with such absurdities. I tell them that "intelligence is not everything; determination is the key to success." But I also warn them that the journey there is not easy one and that there are no shortcuts. But the rewards, they outweigh the hardships. I do not take life for granted. I thank god everyday for the opportunity to talk to kids who have no aspirations and to give a little bit hope and guidance. But just like Picasso, who wanted some type of hope in return for enlightenment, I want the opportunity to graduate college without financial hardship. Thus, I ask you to look at Guernica, and to tell me if it is horrifying, inexplicable, or truly leaves you speechless. And then, to consider me as a excellent candidate for this scholarship.  
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